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[Featured Exhibition] Modern 7enmoku—Tradition and Creativity
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This Featured Exhibition “Modern 7enmoku—Tradition and Creativity”, held along
with the Special Exhibition “Tenmoku—The Beauty of Chinese Black-Glazed Ware”,
introduces various perspectives on tenmoku by leading modern artists both inside and
outside Japan.

Creating tenmoku tea bowls, particularly reproducing the yohen tenmoku, has always
been one of the extremely challenging, fascinating themes for present-day artists.

We hope you will enjoy a wide variety of tenmokuworks by modern and contemporary
artists, many of which are in the museum collection. The approximately 30 works on
display include a reproduction of a traditional tenmoku tea bowl, an absolutely original
work inspired by traditional tenmoku tea bowls and even a lacquerware imitating a

tenmoku tea bowl, which is the culmination of lacquer craftsmanship.
I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the owners who generously lent their
valuable works as well as to the various individuals and institutions for their unfailing

support to make this exhibition possible.

Degawa Tetsuro

Director, The Museum of Oriental Ceramics, Osaka



