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a
g The term “divine” would best describe this piece —a work of the highest quality among the extant Northern Song Ru celadon ware. As
g' almost no crackles are observed on the surface, it falls under what a Ming writing categorizes as “uncrackled”, which is regarded as the
most splendid work among Ru celadon. The Qianlong Emperor (r. 1735-1796) particularly favored this work among the Ru celadons in
the collection of the Qing court, and he had his own poem engraved on the base. Qianlong even ordered a special stand for this work,
which holds an album copied by the emperor himself, titled Shuhua Hebi (A Harmonious Match of Painting and Calligraphy), a
collection of written works by the four greatest writers of the Song dynasty. This masterpiece, the pride of the National Palace
Museum, Taipei, is the greatest ceramic “divine work” and deserves to be called “the finest ceramic work of art in human history”.
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Celadon Narcissus Basin with Light Bluish-Green Glaze

Ru Ware / Northern Song dynasty, late 11th-early 12th century
Height 5.7cm, depth 3.2cm, mouth diameter 23.1x15.2cm, base diameter 19.7x13.2cm
National Palace Museum, Taipei (Guci 013977 / Yu-570)
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The mouth rim of this work is covered with a copper band which was produced at the court in the Qing dynasty. The slightly low
walls of the vessel suggest that the lip had a chipped section which needed to be trimmed and thus the height of the walls were
adjusted. The lip which exposes the clay body was then covered up with a metal band. The celadon narcissus basins in the
collection of The Museum of Oriental Ceramics, Osaka and the Jilin Provincial Museum were given similar treatment. The work as
a whole is covered with a beautiful glaze peculiar to Ru ware, having a graceful, pale-blue tone. The clay body having a pale-pink
hue is lightly revealed beneath the glaze where it thins, such as the edges. This is one of the characteristics found in Ru celadon.
Part of the areas in which the glaze has been pooled, such as the interior or the joint section of the protruding edges and the outer
walls, show an elegant blue-green tone and texture similar to vitreous gemstones. The surface demonstrates a distinct, structural
beauty by spreading netlike, elaborate crackles all over the body, which seems like a deliberately made decorative pattern.

The base bears six spur marks in the shape of “small sesame-seed-shaped spur marks” (Gao Lian, Zunsheng Bajian |Eight
Treatises on the Nurturing of Life], Ming dynasty), typical of Ru ware.

The base also has an engraved poem by the Qianlong Emperor, the content of which is similar to those in No.I and No.Ill. This
poem by Qianlong as well as documents of the Qing court mentions that the narcissus basin was commonly called “dog (puppy)’s
food bowl” or “cat’s food bowl” at that time. While there is an example of a Qing-dynasty painting that depicts a narcissus basin
with a metal band on the mouth rim being used as a tray for a miniature landscape, the true usage during the Northern Song
dynasty remains a mystery. This work is also accompanied by its own stand made during the Qing dynasty out of red sandalwood
with gilt decoration.
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Red Sandalwood Stand with Gilt Decoration
Qianlong era (1736-1795), Qing dynasty / Height 6.5cm, diameter 21.5x15.0cm

uondidsa(] oM | BLEInTH

B RRNME  worroensa

W22/ LR 1RO AR~ 125D
f716.4cm. %4.0cm. [17826.4X18.6cm. JEE££22.5X14.9cm
Bt Bz ke (22014019, F-545)

Celadon Narcissus Basin with Light Bluish-Green Glaze
Ru Ware / Northern Song dynasty, late 11th-early 12th century

Height 6.4cm, depth 4.0cm, mouth diameter 26.4x18.6¢m, base diameter 22.5x14.9cm
National Palace Museum, Taipei (Guci 014019 / Yu-545)
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This is the largest Ru natcissus basin and the only example in this size. It is in good condition with no traces of being used. The
rather bright sky-blue glaze is the most highly ranked in quality among the extant examples. The lustrous, unctuous texture of the
glaze covering the whole body is exceptionally beautiful among the extant Ru ware. The glaze that thins in places reveals a faint
pinkish color unique to Ru ware. The cloud-head-shaped sections of the four legs were trimmed away and made flat, probably in
order to remove a chip. A slight warping is observed in part of the walls, probably due to the size of the vessel. However, its
dignified, compelling appearance delivers a “divine” atmosphere that embraces every existence as an artless creation.

The combination of curved lines and planes — such as the slightly risen center of the interior as well as the curved walls, with
almost no straight lines — produces a distinct, soft and elegant form. While the exceptional size of this work is certainly impressive,
the quality of the glaze color and modeling make this work one of the paramount masterpieces.

The trimmed sections of the four legs, which reveal the clay body, are covered with iron slip. Trace of lacquer coating over the
iron slip is observed, perhaps as an attempt to adjust the height and give stability to the ware.

The base bears six spur marks, surrounding an engraved poem titled “Dog(Puppy)’s Food Bowl” written by the Qianlong
Emperor, similar in content to No.I and II. The other two works, however, have an inscription “(the poem) written by the
Qianlong Emperor” at the end of the poem, while this piece gives a specific year which is 1761.
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Celadon Narcissus Basin with Light Bluish-Green Glaze

Ru Ware / Northern Song dynasty, late 11th-early 12th century
Height 6.8cm, depth 3.9cm, mouth diameter 23.1x15.8cm, base diameter 19.4x12.9cm
National Palace Museum, Taipei (Guci 017699 / Lii-617-9)
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This is the only example among the narcissus basins in the collection of the National Palace Museum, Taipei that does not have an
inscription of an imperial poem by Qianlong. It is in nearly perfect condition except a small chip observed on the lip, demonstrating the
beauty of the basic form of a narcissus basin. The form is not in a perfect oval shape, however: a slight warping is observed when viewed
from above. Ru celadon in general had gone through two stages of firing — the bisque firing and the glost firing — and this warping seems
to have occurred during the glost firing. Surprisingly, when viewed from the sides, the warping is hardly visible. A band forming an oval
shape on the base and the cloud-head-shaped legs superbly support the body whose sides flare out at the mouth. The modeling of this
vessel attained to perfection, demonstrating elegance and refinement. The interior is rather deep and has abundant space, making the
beautiful color of the glaze on the center stand out. The highly vitreous glaze is lustrous and has a rather pale-green tone. The appearance
of the vessel varies at different angles, as some parts have elaborate crackles while other areas have a rather matt surface on which crackles
are barely seen.

The basic form is presumed to have not been made by throwing but by raising the four sides of a flat slab and lute them to make the
walls, as no traces of wheel marks are observed on the walls. Instead, traces of finger marks of smoothening the surface or subtle
unevenness on the body are visible. While molds have been excavated from the kiln site, molds for the natcissus basins have not been
discovered and whether molds were used to form the narcissus basins is not clear. The excavated pieces and extant examples suggest that
there were roughly two standard measurements for the narcissus basins.

The spur marks of Ru ware are generally in odd numbers of three or five, but those in the narcissus basins are six, evenly placed
making an oval shape. Oval setters and saggars for firing the narcissus basins have been discovered from the kiln sites and they are
valuable evidence for illuminating the production process of narcissus basins. This work is extremely unusual for having only five
spur marks, probably because for some accident one point of the setter did not adhere to the base of the vessel during firing.
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Celadon Narcissus Basin with Light Bluish-Green Glaze

Ru Ware / Northern Song dynasty, late 11th-early 12th century
Height 5.6cm, depth 2.5¢cm, mouth diameter 22.0x15.5¢m, base diameter 19.6x12.8 cm, Weight 656g
The Museum of Oriental Ceramics, Osaka (Gift of Sumitomo Group / the Ataka Collection / Accession Number 00564)
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The number of extant Northern Song Ru celadon works is approximately 90 in the world. Two of them are in Japan, one of which
is the celadon dish formerly owned by the famous Japanese writer Kawabata Yasunari (1899-1972), now in the collection of the
Tokyo National Museum, and the other is this narcissus basin. It is one of the principal pieces in the “Ataka Collection”, formerly
owned by the Ataka Co., Ltd. The rarity as well as the distinct “narcissus basin” form only found in Ru ware make this piece a
leading Ru ware masterpiece in Japan. The mouth rim has been bound with a copper band in order to cover the slightly trimmed
lip in order to remove the small chip. An iron spot is visible on the outside of the mouth rim, which is a defect but in this case adds
charm to the ware. The base bears six spur marks in the shape of a sesame seed or circle, one of the characteristics of Ru ware. The
glaze has a light sky-blue color typical of Ru celadon, and the base that has no traces of use or stain is especially beautiful.
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Celadon Narcissus Basin, Modeled on Ru Ware

Jingdezhen official ware / Yongzheng - Qianlong era (18th century), Qing dynasty
Height 6.8cm, depth 4.0cm, mouth diameter 23.3x16.8cm, base diameter 19.6x12.9cm
National Palace Museum, Taipei (Guci 017790 / Lii-1846-62-1)
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This is thought to be a copy of the Northern Song Ru celadon ‘uncrackled’ narcissus basin (No. 1) produced at yuyao-chang or the
official kiln in Jingdezhen of the Qing dynasty. During the Yongzheng (1723-35) and Qianlong (1736-95) eras, collecting and
cataloging of the imperial collection including literary works and artifacts of the Song dynasty were taking place, and quite a
number of copies of Ru and Guan wares were produced under the supervision of Tang Ying (1682-1756) who was dispatched to the
Jingdezhen yuyao-chang. They were not mere imitations but were expressions of admiration and homage to Song ceramics,
generously dedicating the craftsmanship of the highest level to produce these wares. Another copy of Ru celadon narcissus basin of
the Qing dynasty is housed in the Palace Museum in Beijing.

The vessel is slightly heavier than the Ru celadon narcissus basin (No.Ill) which is a size larger. The base bears an imperial poem by
Qianlong, titled “Dog (Puppy)'s Food Bowl”. Since there is an inscription which can be interpreted as the year 1778, it is possible that this
ware is equivalent to the “Guan waisted round washer” which the Qianlong Emperor sent to the Ruyi guan (court workshop) and had the
poem engraved. The six spur marks on the base are black, although the Jingdezhen white porcelain clay is used for the body. They were
probably influenced by the Southern Song Guan ware which has a black clay body and thus painted in black deliberately. It is considered
that such execution is closely associated with Qianlong’s perception of “imperial ware”, which can also be read in his imperial poem
engraved on the celadon “uncrackled” narcissus basin as well as this work.

Qianlong also had a special red sandalwood stand specially made for this narcissus basin, the drawer of which holds Y#/in Wang
Xizhi Wautie, an album of an imperial copy of five calligraphy works by Wang Xizhi.
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Red Sandalwood Stand with Gilt Decoration
Qianlong era (1736-1795), Qing dynasty / Height 3.3cm, diameter 20.3x7.8cm
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Yulin Wang Xizhi Wutie Imperial Copy of Wang Xizhi’s Five Calligraphy Works)
by the Qianlong Emperor
Qianlong era (1736-1795), Qing dynasty / Height 13.8cm, width 7.8cm, thickness 1.2cm
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Celadon Narcissus Basin with Light Bluish-Green Glaze

W ZE /LRI LIRS R ~ 121124

Ru Ware / Northern Song dynasty, late 11th-early 12th century

516.7cm. Z4.3cm, [1£%23.0X16.4cm. JEE££19.3X13.0cm

Height 6.7cm, depth 4.3cm, mouth diameter 23.0x16.4cm,
base diameter 19.3x13.0cm

Bt Bz e (25017851, £5-1804-47)

National Palace Museum, Taipei (Guei 017851 / Lii -1804-47)
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Accessory @D : Red Sandalwood Stand with Gilt Decoration

TR - RoFE4EH] (1736-1795)

Qianlong era (1736-1795), Qing dynasty

Eh4.5em. I§21.4X15.5¢m

Height 4.5cm, diameter 21.4x15.5cm

Bt BZifcE ke (#017851 4 -1804-47)

National Palace Museum, Taipei (Guei 017851 / Lii -1804-47)
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Accessory @ : Yubi Shubua Hebi (A Harmonious Match of
Painting and Calligraphy by the Emperor),
by the Qianlong Emperor

TR HZFE 4R (1736-1795)

Qianlong era (1736-1795), Qing dynasty

#E14.6cm. 1§8.7cm. J£2.0cm

Height 14.6cm, width 8.7cm, thickness 2.0cm
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Celadon Narcissus Basin with Light Bluish-Green Glaze

W2/ LRI 1R R~ 12 D)

Ru Ware / Northern Song dynasty, late 11th-early 12th century

5. 7em. 3. 2em, F1£523.1X15.2em, JEEE:19.7X13.2cm

Height 5.7cm, depth 3.2cm, mouth diameter 23.1x15.2cm,
base diameter 19.7x13.2cm

Bt BzcE ke (52013977, /-570)

National Palace Museum, Taipei (Guci 013977 / Yu -570)
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Accessory @D : Red Sandalwood Stand with Gilt Decoration

TR - BEFE4EH] (1736-1795)

Qianlong era (1736-1795), Qing dynasty

16.5cm. §21.5X15.0cm

Height 6.5cm, diameter 21.5x15.0cm

FHRKMZE @ersoeada)

Celadon Narcissus Basin with Light Bluish-Green Glaze

W ZE/ALRIEAR LIRS R~ 12124

Ru Ware / Northern Song dynasty, late 11th-early 12th century

756, 4cm, 4.0cm, [17£26.4X 18 Gem. JE££22.5X 14.9em |

Height 6.4cm, depth 4.0cm, mouth diameter 26.4x18.6cm,
base diameter 22.5x14.9cm

AL Bz e (25014019, F-545)

National Palace Museum, Taipei (Guci 014019 / Yu -545)
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Celadon Narcissus Basin with Light Bluish-Green Glaze

W EE /LRI AR TR R~ 124 K2

Ru Ware / Northern Song dynasty, late 11th-early 12th century

1516.8cm. %3.9em, [1#£23.1X15.8cm, JEA£19.4X12.9cm

Height 6.8cm, depth 3.9cm, mouth diameter 23.1x15.8cm,
base diameter 19.4x12.9cm

Bt BZCE b (#:017699, 1-617-9)

National Palace Museum, Taipei (Guci 017699 / Lii -617-9)



